Pam Sikes Midland WIN volunteer:

“I am sending you information that I gathered together.  I get frustrated when there is related information on different pieces of paper. I tried to put it all together to make it easier to understand. They are a "work in progress" and I will be adding to them (agencies, telephone numbers, contact people, and other info) as I find and receive more information. I just want to have all the information I can get together, in an understandable format, and in one place, to give to whom ever might need it. I would love to eventually have books of information to hand to people feeling desperate.

 

I have already sent it all to a friend of mine who is raising her 5 year old, blind from birth grandson. She lives in Robert Lee and is having trouble getting him help locally. 

 

You and everyone else at the Boot Camp were a ray of hope for me and the others that attended.” 

 

John Leonard College Station WIN Volunteer:

“I attended the Boot Camp in Austin last weekend and considered it a very valuable experience. Thank you for providing it.   I have talked to some of the special education personnel and parents at College Station I.S.D and I have found that there is a need to disseminate the information. I would like to arrange a presentation to school personnel and parents of students with disabilities. I know my level of understanding is superficial at this point, but at least I could start getting out the information. I think that if I could just provide a basic understanding of Medicaid waivers and the telephone numbers to call for people to start the application process that would be helpful.”

Virginia Eernisse  (a WIN volunteer? from?  name spelled right? I’ll email Norine for confirmation)
“I got an opportunity to visit with a mom who came alone to the meeting, but who had some unique challenges.   Thru an interpreter, I found out that her 24 year old son had the Texas Home Living Waiver, but it was not enough to support him in a way that met his needs.  She said that she placed him on the HCS waiting/interest list in 1997 and that something went wrong and they did not get him on it until 2002.  We visited with the MHMR representative that was there and she was helpful with names and numbers to call to get his file reviewed to see if there is anything in the notes to support this information.  Mother said that her son had destroyed all the copies that they had at home.

Mom had come alone to the Boot Camp because her son would not go anywhere with her but would go with anyone else.  She was unable to leave the house unless her husband was there to stay with him.   If he did not have some one right with him he would run away.   She knew that he needed to have friends and be able to be with others, but his behaviors prevented that happening.

I asked her if I could give her name to a lady that I was working with on her son’s education plan and who lived in her area.   She agreed and on Monday afternoon I gave her name and number to this beautiful woman who wanted to “give back…pay it forward” for the help she had received.  She made contact with this Mom and was able to begin to help her immediately.  She helped the Mom, who has some health problems and no medical care get the paperwork that needs to be filled out to get a Gold Card to help with health care.  She has also started the process to get a release of information so that she can help with looking for and ICF-MR facility.  Mom really wants something less restrictive, but because of some other issues with her son it is time to get him in an environment that is not in the home because they are at their wits end.   She also met with the son, who stated he wanted to go to church with her and her husband (but would not ride with his mom).  Mom and dad are going in a different car.  She, Mom and son have confirmed a date to go look at ICF-MR facilities next week.  I am trying to make contact with the correct people at MHMRA to pursue the HCS issue and will keep you posted.  
This is just the first baby step in a very long journey for this individual and his family.  Just thought that you might like to see that something very positive is already starting, thanks to the efforts of lots of folks, especially Anna who was a great interpreter.”
