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Celebrating its tenth anniversary, Imagine has served hundreds of in-
dividuals with a wide range of disabilities throughout Texas. Our mis-

sion is to create opportunity for people with disabilities to be respected
and valued in their community.

P In December 2004, Imagine was awarded the Self-Determination in Texas statewidetraining and
technical ass stancegrant from the Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities. Key totheproject
successwill beredesigning the public and private support system to enabl e peoplewith disabilitiesto
experiencefreedomto live meaningful lives, authority over thedollarsavailable, support to organize
resources, responsibility for thewise use of public dollarsand confirmation of therole of the self-
advocateinthenewly designed system.

P> Since 2000, | magine West Texas has provided direct benefits planning assi stance to over 300 peoplewith
disabilitiesand their familiesina 94 county area(almost 1/4 of the geographic areaof Texas!) Imple-
menting Social Security Administration’s Benefits Planning, Assistance & Outreach (BPAO) initia-
tive, Imagine staff have supported peopleto completetheir college education, remain employed with
healthinsurance, or start their own businesses. West Texas human service and workforce agency per-
sonnel depend on Imagine staff to providereliable adviceto social security beneficiaries seeking ajob.

P InpartnershipwiththeVirginiaCommonwed th University, Imagine supportsoneof fivenationa consultants
for training and technical assistanceon Socia Security’sWork Incentives. Theexpertisein Socia
Security issues, including hedthinsurance, hase evated Imagine srolein creating new and innovative
methodsto allow peoplewith disabilitiesto work in meaningful employment.

P In partnership with Portland State University, Imagine supportsoneof six national sitesfor Career
Journeys- amentoring project using theinternet to link youth with disabilitieswho are seeking employ-
ment informaiton, with adultswith disabilitieswho have succeeded inthework world. Still intheforma-
tive stages, the project seeksto include peoplefrom all over the Houston and Gulf Coast region.

P Coordination of the Plano Self Advocates, agroup of 48 peoplewith mental retardation, and providing
intensive planning and support servicesto 12 peoplewith signficant disabilitiesinthe Dalasmetropolitan
areafrom June2001 through May 2004. The project continuestoday through apartnership with LifePath.

»Working with TheArc of the Gulf Coast, Imagine completed The Transition Toolkit for studentswith
disabilitiesand their parents. Thisproject supports15 studentswith sgnificant disabilitiesseeking employ-
ment. Thisproject dsoinitiated* Community Transitions' partnership between Alvin ISD and theAlvin
Community College, for studentswith severe cognitive disabilitiesfrom ages 18 - 22 to receive educa
tional serviceson the Community Collegecampus.

P Imagine supportsindividual s seeking employment through direct supportsand coaching. Staff help create
employment intypical jobs, achieve self-employment or guide peopleto resources. Workingin collabora-
tionwiththeWorksource Offices, Imagine ass sted 283 peopleinthree Gulf Coast counties—mostly mothers
receiving public ass sance—preparefor, get and keep jobsthrough ImagineWorks.



